example, memory 22 could store the location of the AP 10, the local map, local services 
and other information, such that routine requests for information from the mobile unit, 
such as "Where am I" requests needynot be serviced over the network, leaving more 
resources for other message traffic. 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please cancel claims 10, 14, 24, 25, and 37. 



Please amend the claims as follows: 



1. (Amended) A distributed c >mmunications service system, comprising: 



a mobile unit carried by a user 
identification information indicating 
transmits the identification informatioi 

a network; 

a plurality of distributed wirel 



wherein said mobile unit is configured to transmit 
user of the mobile unit, wherein the mobile unit 
in a wireless fashion; 



s access points coupled to said network, wherein 
each of said plurality of wireless accAs points is configured to detect said mobile unit, 
wherein each of said plurality of wirefess access points is also configured to receive the 
identification information indicating tre user of the mobile unit, wherein, after detection 
of said mobile unit by a first wirelesa access point of said plurality of wireless access 
points in proximity to said mobile unit! and after receipt of the identification information 
indicating the user of the mobile unitjone or more past transactions of the user of the 
mobile unit are identified, and said firet wireless access point transmits information to 
said mobile unit that is dependent upofi the past transactions of the user of the mobile 
unit, wherein the first wireless access po|pt transmits the information to the mobile unit in 
a wireless fashion. 




5. (Amended) The distributed camrimunications service system of claim 1, 
wherein the plurality of wireless access points arew^ated in aniirport. 



6. (Amended) The distributed communications service system of claim 1, 
wherein the plurality of wireless access points aref located jn a hotel. 

7. (Amended) The distributed communications service system of claim 1, further 
comprising: 

a plurality of information providers doupled to said network, wherein each of said 
information providers is operable to provide said information through said network and 
through said first wireless access point tq/said mobile unit based on the past transactions 
of the user of the mobile unit. 
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8. (Amended) The distribute^commtpnic^ions service system of claim 1, further 
comprising: 

one or more information ^oviden connected to said network, wherein a first 
information provider of said one oj more information providers is operable to receive the 



? 

atir 



identification information indicating the mser of the mobile unit, wherein the first 
information provider is operable|io identify tn&*pasHr5nsactions of the user of the mobile 
unit and provide said information through said network and through said first wireless 
access point to said mobile unit, wherein said information is dependent upon the past 
transactions of the user of the/mobile unit. 



11. (Amended) Jhe distributed communications service system of claim 1, 
wherein said information is further dependent on a current known location of the mobile 
unit. 



12. (Amended) The distribute; 
wherein the plurality of wireless ^cce: 
geographic region; 

wherein said information is furtli 
wireless access point. 




unications ^service system of claim 1, 
"ged at known locations in a 



on a known location of said first 



13. (Amended) A distributed communications service system, comprising: 



a mobile unit carried by a user, wherein said mobile unit is configured to transmit 
identification information indicating a user of the mobile unit, wherein the mobile unit 
transmits the identification informat^n in a wireless fashion; 

a network; 

at least one information provider coupled to the network; 

a plurality of wireless access ©oints coupled to said network and distributed in a 
region, wherein each of said plurality of wireless access points is configured to detect 
said mobile unit, wherein each of laid plurality of wireless access points is also 
configured to receive the identificationWormation indicating the user of the mobile unit, 
wherein, after detection of said mobile unit by a first wireless access point of said 
plurality of wireless access points in prcmimity to said mobile unit, and after receipt of the 
identification information indicating me user of the mobile unit, the identification 
information indicating the user of th^ mobile unit is transmitted to the at least one 
information provider; 

wherein the at least one infonflation provider identifies past transactions of the 
user of the mobile unit, where the at least one information provider provides information 
through said network and through sai 1 first wireless access point to said mobile unit, 
wherein the at least one information pi wider provides said information dependent upon 
the past transactions of the user of the i lobile unit, wherein the first wireless access point 
transmits the information to the mobile init in a wireless fashion. 



18. (Amended) The distribuj 
wherein the plurality of wireless 



acce 



poij 



imunications service system of claim 13, 
f are located in an airport. 



19. (Amended) The distmbuted communications service system of claim 13, 
wherein the plurality of wireless access points^re located in a hotel. 



23. (Amended^ A method oflusing wireless network access points (APs) to 
service mobile users who are in a vicinity of the APs, the method comprising the steps of: 




(a) detecting the presence of J portable computing device in the vicinity of one of 
said APs, wherein the portable con puting device is carried by a user, wherein said 
detecting is performed in a wireless m inner; 

(b) providing identification linformation indicating the user of the portable 
computing device in response to said c Meeting, wherein said providing is performed in a 
wireless manner; 

(c) an information provider ac< essing past transaction information indicative of 
the past transactions of the user associat >d with said identification information; 

(d) the information provu er transmitting information to the portable 
computing device through said one of j aid APs, wherein a content of the information is 
dependent upon the past transactions lof the user of the portable computing device, 
wherein said one of said APs provides Bhe information to the portable computing device 
in a wireless fashion. 



29. (Amended) The method of claim ^S, wherein the plurality of APs are located 
in an airport. 



13, wherein the plurality of APs are located 





30. (Amended) The method 
in a hotel. 



31. (Amended) The mettfod of claim 23, further comprising: 
the portable computing dpice transmitting an jnquiry requiring a response to said 
one of said APs; 

wherein the information provider transmits said information in response to said 
inquiry. 



36. (Amended) A methoJ of providing advertising to users of mobile units, the 
method comprising: | 

detecting the presence of almobile unit in the vicinity of a wireless access point, 
wherein the mobile unit is carried l5y a user; 

determining past transactions of a user of the mobile unit; 



5 



transmitting advertising 
detecting, wherein the advertisi 



information to the mobile unit in response to said 
fcg information is dependent upon the past transactions of 



the user of the mobile unit, whelpin at least a portion of said transmitting is performed by 
the wireless access point in a wireless fashion. 



38. (Amended) A method o providing advertising to users of mobile units, the 
method comprising: 

detecting the presence of a mi bile unit in the vicinity of a wireless access point, 
wherein the mobile unit is carried by i user; 

providing past transactions of p user of the mobile unit to a provider in response 
to said detecting; 1 

the provider transmitting advertising information to the mobile unit, wherein the 



advertising information is dependent 
unit, wherein at least a portion of sai^ 
point in a wireless fashion. 



►on the past transactions of the user of the mobile 
transmitting is performed by the wireless access 



39. (Amended) A distributed communications service system, comprising: 
a mobile unit, wherein said mobile unit is configured to transmit identification 
information indicating a user of the mfbile unit, wherein the mobile unit is carried by a 



user; 

a network; 

one or more service providers c( upled to the network; and 

a plurality of wireless access points coupled to said network and distributed in a 
region, wherein each of said plurality of wireless access points is configured to detect 
said mobile unit in a wireless fashion, wherein, after detection of said mobile unit by a 
first wireless access point in proximity 1 1 said mobile unit, information is transmitted to a 
first service provider, said information il eluding identification information indicating the 
user of the mobile unit; | 
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41. (Amended) The distributed 
wherein the service provider is a hclel 
hotel is operable to begin processing al 
of the mobile unit. 



42. (Amended) A distributed 
a plurality of wireless access 



communications service system of claim 39, 
, wherein, in response to said information, said 
room reservation to have a room ready for the user 



ommunications service system, comprising: 
points operable to be coupled to a network and 



distributed in a region, wherein eac i of the plurality of wireless access points is 
configured to detect a mobile unit in a wireless fashion, wherein each of the plurality of 
wireless access points is also configures! to receive identification information indicating a 
user of the mobile unit, wherein, aftes detection of said mobile unit by a first wireless 
access point of the plurality of access points in proximity to the mobile unit, and after 
receipt of the identification information indicating the user of the mobile unit, the first 
wireless access point transmits information to the mobile unit in a wireless fashion, 
wherein the information is dependent upon past transactions of the user of the mobile 
unit. 



43. (Amended) A distributed comrryanications service system, comprising: 
a plurality of information provide^ operable to be coupled to a network, wherein 
at least one information provider i^opepbte^o receive identification information 
indicating a user of a wireless mobil^unit 
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wherein the at least one mforaiation provider provides information through the 
network to the wireless mobile upt in/response to receiviifgthe identification information 
indicating the user of the w^lesslmobile unit^^^Srdn the at least one information 
provider provides said information ^ependent^pon past transactions of the user of the 
mobile unit, wherein the tireless mobile unit receives the information in a wireless 
fashion. 



44. (Amended) The distributed Communications service system of claim 43, 
- [L wherein the information is further d^fpencjpnt upon one or more of requirements, 
t/i)r preferences, and habits of the user. 



45. (Amended) The distributea^ommunications^ervice system of claim 43, 
wherein the past transactions includelpast commerciaLactivities of the user. 
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